


SKILLED WORKFORCE AND FIRST-CLASS TRAINING.

lowa community colleges are heeding the call to
train tomorrow’s workforce. Whether companies need
workers with special technology skills or a solid
grasp of science, lowa’s exceptional network of
community colleges is a great resource and partner
for the business community. Major international
companies work closely with lowa educators to
ensure the needs of the current and future workforce
are proactively being met through quality educational
programs in the state.

lowa’s community colleges, colleges, and universities
are responding to the state’s growing renewable
energy industries by marketing the comprehensive
education opportunities throughout lowa. Together
they have created a Web site, www.bioediowa.org,
which offers a detailed matrix of training programs
and degrees that can be sorted by institution, award,
and program content. The site shows courses that are
offered now as well as those in development.




POWERFUL UNIVERSITY RESEARCH.

lowa’s principal crops of corn and soybeans are
focal points for exciting biofuels discoveries—each
field holds the potential for untapped breakthroughs.
Each of lowa’s three regent universities—lowa
State University in Ames; the University of Northern
lowa in Cedar Falls, and the University of lowa in
lowa City—promote interdisciplinary research and
have established their own areas of expertise and
partnerships with industry. Technology transfer
opportunities are widely available for researchers to
prove the commercial viability of their ideas through
partnering with lowa’s private sector.

When international energy company Conoco Phillips
committed to invest $22.5 million in biofuels research,
lowa State University’s (ISU) Biofuels Research Center
was the logical choice. ISU researchers will use
the $22.5 million grant to develop new and viable
alternative energy sources beyond ethanol and will
allow lowa State to build on its current research in
biorenewables. ISU will work closely with Conoco
Phillips to select future research projects over at least
the next eight years.

lowa State University also houses the Office of
Biorenewables Programs (OBP), one of several
“big impact” national programs to respond to the
continuing need for more energy. OBP develops
technologies for converting crops and plant materials
into chemicals, fuels, fibers and energy to reduce
the country’s reliance on imported petroleum. It also
coordinates cross disciplinary research, education,
and outreach programs, and manages a first-of-its-
kind graduate program in Biorenewables Resources
and Technologies (BRT).

The University of Northern lowa (UNI) is home to the
National Ag-Based Lubricants (NABL) Center. The
non-profit research and testing facility is dedicated
to the advancement of biolubricants and biofuels
and offers a full suite of services to industry partners
including research, product development, evaluation,
and testing, and market development of biodiesel
products.

The University of lowa (Ul) is home to the Oakdale
Research Park which provides the private sector
access to Ul faculty scientists, physicians, engineers,
facilities and equipment. The University’s Center
for Biocatalysis and Bioprocessing (CBB) provides
confidential contract services; fermentation and
purification development, process optimization and
scale-up. It also operates state-of-the-art GLP and
cGMP facilities with fermentors up to 1,000-liter
capacity and downstream and analytical capabilities.

Bridging the gap between university laboratory
research and real world commercial application is
the Biomass Energy Conservation (BECON) facility
located in Nevada, lowa. BECON is a focal point for
developing value-added products from lowa’s biomass
resources. It provides credible, firsthand information
on technologies to create fuels and chemicals and
is the ideal location for demonstrations of pilot-scale
biomass conversion systems. BECON is open to
researchers from all of lowa’s universities, community
colleges, private nonprofit organizations and private
sector partners—providing a powerful place for
collaboration and for the open exchange of ideas
and information.




lowa's DEDICATION TO RENEWABLE ENERGY.

lowa doesn’t take its leadership position in renewable
energy for granted. Community and state leaders
commit to public policies that maintain and improve
an already supportive business climate for alternative
and renewable energy.

The lowa Power Fund and The Office of Energy
Independence: The main goal of this $100 million
investment is to make Ilowa more energy
independent. The lowa Power Fund will be used to
spur research and commercialization to technologies
related to renewable energy and energy efficiency.
The lowa Power Fund is just one part of lowa’s
commitment to provide programs, policy, and
infrastructure that target smart energy investments
—investments deemed critical to further strengthen
lowa’s leadership in the renewable energy economy.

The lowa Power Fund is administered by the Office
of Energy Independence (OEl). Created by the lowa
Legislature in 2007, OEI sets the strategic direction
for lowa’s clean energy future by identifying goals
to achieve energy independence. The office aligns
state government efforts for achieving energy
independence through partnerships with business
and industry, community leaders, government and
public agencies, and other stakeholders.

To learn more about the lowa Power Fund, the people
who serve on the lowa Power Fund Board, and OEl
visit www.energy.iowa.gov.

Research Activities Credit: lowa recognizes how
critical innovation is to long-term business growth
and stability. Even though the federal research credits
have fluctuated with intermittent expiration dates
and reinstatement periods, lowa’s have remained
consistently reliable. In fact, lowa sets itself apart

as one of only five states in the contiguous United
States to offer a refundable research activities
credit.

Tax Credits for Renewable Energy Industries: lowa
has established incentive programs for suppliers of
renewable fuels in order to increase their accessibility.
By implementing such measures now, lowa is on
track to meet the 25 percent petroleum replacement
requirement by 2020. In 2006 lowa established the
state’s first retail tax credit for biodiesel. Measures
also created a sales tax exemption for the purchase
of solar energy equipment, expand an existing tax
credit for wind energy production, and grant utilities
a tax credit for using soy-based fluids in electric
transformers. lowa’s recently enacted legislation
creates two separate production tax credit programs
for energy generated and sold by eligible wind and
renewable energy facilities.

Renewable Fuels Infrastructure Board: Created
in 2006, the Renewable Fuels Infrastructure Board
will allocate $13 million in financial incentives over
a three-year period to expand consumer access to
renewable fuels.

Recruitment: The lowa Careers Consortium (ICC),
a partnership among businesses, communities,
professional associations, educational institutions,
and two state departments, was created to meet
lowa’s growing need for highly skilled employees.
Through creative marketing strategies, the ICC
attracts qualified, skilled workers to lowa and
raises the awareness of the quality professional
opportunities in lowa. lowa’s balanced lifestyle—
enjoying excellent career options and an outstanding
quality of life—may be one of the reasons lowans are
just so friendly.




conTAcT US AND DISCOVER IOWA.

Discover what makes lowa different. The lowa Department of Economic Development (IDED) Business
Development team is always ready to serve you. Experienced in working with companies making
confidential site location reviews, we can get you the information you need to make your decision. Our staff
can schedule tours of potential locations, accompany your representatives, serve as your liaison with
appropriate state agencies and identify financial and technical assistance to serve your needs. Our goal is to
streamline every aspect of site selection so that you can begin operation in lowa as quickly and seemlessly as
possible.

To get started, visit www.iowalifechanging.com or contact the lowa Department of Economic Development at
1.800.245.10WA or 515.242.4896.
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